compounds they can form in comparison to monodentate ligands [1] . Hydroxycarboxylic acids are particularily interesting in this aspect as they o er two hydroxyl groups of markedly di erent acidity as potential bonding partners. 
Upon varying the substitution pattern on the hydrocarbon backbone, the acidity of the respective hydroxyl groups can be netuned over a wide range and they may, thus, serve as probes for establishing the rules in which pKa range coordination to various central atoms can be observed. At the beginning of a study to establish the rules guiding the complexation of various transition metals by hydroxycarboxylic acids, the title compound was chosen as a starting point. To allow for comparisons of metrical parameters of the carboxylic-acid-derived ligand in envisioned coordination compounds, the crystal and molecular structure of the free ligand was determined. The crystal structure of several related compounds such as 2-hydroxy-2-(tri uoromethyl)proprionic acid [2] , rac-3,3,3-tri uorolactic acid [3] In the crystal, a series of classical hydrogen bonds can be observed. These are either intramolecular -as observed in between one alcoholic hydroxyl group as donor and the carbonyl-type oxygen atom as acceptor -or intermolecular. Overall, the carboxylic acid groups give rise to centrosymmetric dimers formed by the two di erent molecules present in the asymmetric unit that are further extended to tetrameric units upon the interaction of the alcoholic hydroxyl group that establishes intermolecular hydrogen bonds. In terms of graph-set analysis [5, 6] , the descriptors for these hydrogen bonds are S(6), R 2 2 (8) and R 4 6 (20).
